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NEW PAPYRUS TEXTS FROM OXYRHYNCHUS 

Oxyrhynchus continues to supply biblical and patristic fragments 
to the student of the Septuagint and early Christian literature. Part 
VIII of the Oxyrhynchus Papyri, which has just appeared, opens with 
nine theological fragments, five of them on parchment and four on 
papyrus. A bit of the Old Latin version of Gen., chaps. 5, 6, of the 
fourth century, preserves some verses not otherwise extant in that 
imperfectly preserved version. Two fragments of the Septuagint of 
Exodus (chaps. 31,32, and 40) are of great interest for their early date, 
the third century after Christ. A curious fragment of Tob., chap. 2, 
exhibits a recension of that work unlike its form in Codex Vaticanus or 
Codex Sinaiticus, which manuscripts, it will be remembered, show dif- 
ferent forms of the story. For the New Testament, a sixth-century 
parchment amulet is inscribed with Matt. 4:23, 24. A fourth-century 
papyrus contains Heb. 9:12-19, and a practically complete parchment 
leaf from a fourth-century copy of Revelation preserves parts of Rev., 
chaps. 3, 4, in a text very close to that of Vaticanus. On the back of 
the third-century fragment of Exod., chap. 40, a slightly later hand has 
written part of Rev., chap. 1. 

Especial interest attaches to a fourth-century papyrus fragment of a 
gnostic gospel. It can only be conjectured to what gospel the fragment 
belongs; Dr. Carl Schmidt has suggested the partly preserved Gospel of 
Mary. Professor Swete suggests the Valentinian Gospel of Truth men- 
tioned by Irenaeus. The text, somewhat amended, is thus translated 
by Dr. Hunt: 

He who hath hearing beyond his ears, let him hear: I speak also to those 
who watch not. Again he said to .... , Everything that is born of cor- 
ruption perisheth, as having been born of corruption; but that which is born 
of incorruption abideth incorruptible, as having been born of incorruption. 
Some men have been deceived, not knowing 

The disciples [ask him], Lord, how then can we find faith ? The Savior 
saith unto them, If ye pass from the things that are hidden and into the light 
of the things that are seen, the effluence of conception [r\ airopoai t^s iwoias] 
will of itself show you how faith that appeareth from (?) the ... . Father 
must be found. He who hath ears to hear, let him hear. The Lord of all is 
not the Father but the Fore-Father [irpowaTap]; for the Father is the beginning 
of what shall be 

Dr. Hunt's volume contains a considerable amount of classical material 
(nos. 1082-99) , and 75 documents of the Roman and Byzantine periods. 
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